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Appendix table 7-24.
Public assessment of selected biotechnology applications: 2001
(Percentages)
Food Genetic Animal
Characteristic production testing cloning
All adults (humber = 1,574)
31T aTe |V =TU o7 o o] o APPSR SUPRPRN 14 51 15
Moderately support.... 47 38 32
No opinion.......cccceeeueee . 2 * 2
LY eTe =T = 1011V T o] o To L] TSR RRPP 21 6 21
SErONGIY OPPOSE ... ettt ettt sr et b e sn e b e san e et e san e n e areenee 15 3 27
DO MO KNMOW .ttt et e e et e e e e e e e e ase e e e e mne e e e nmreeaennneeeannneeannes 2 2 3
Male (number = 751)
SEONGIY SUPPOIT ..ttt 19 52 19
Moderately support.. 51 39 38
No opinion ................ e 1 * 1
MOAErately OPPOSE ...c.uviiuiieiiiiiie ettt 16 6 18
SEONGIY OPPOSE ... 12 2 22
DO NOT KNOW ...ttt e e e e e e e s e e e nnn e e e ennneas 1 1 2
Female (humber = 823)
SEONGIY SUPPOIT ... e e 9 50 12
Moderately SUPPOI .....coi et e e s s e e 43 38 27
No opinion................. 2 1 3
Moderately oppose .. 25 5 23
Strongly oppose........ .. 18 3 32
[ ol g Vo B (a1 1V ARSI 3 3 3
Less than high school graduate (number = 116)
ST i(e] ale |1V T0T o] oo T APPSR 14 48 26
Moderately SUPPOM ......eiiiee ittt 47 33 28
No opinion................ 1 0 1
Moderately oppose .. 18 8 16
Strongly oppose........ .. 20 6 27
DO NOT KNOW ...ttt e e e e e e e et e e e e nse e e s nne e e snneaeenneeas * 5 3
High school graduate (number= 834)
SEONGIY SUPPOIT ..ttt ane s 12 50 12
MoOderately SUPPOI ... .co ettt s e e s se e e e enne e e sneeaeenneeaanee 46 40 32
1IN To 3] o1 1o o U 2 * 1
MOAErately OPPOSE ...c.uvieuiieiiiiiieet et 24 6 21
Strongly oppose .. 15 3 31
DO NOT KNOW ...ttt e e e e e e e s e e e nnn e e e ennneas 2 2 3
Baccalaureate and higher (number = 614)
SEONGIY SUPPOIT ... e e 19 55 16
Moderately SUPPOI .....ooi et e s snn e ene e 49 38 37
INO OPINMION <.ttt et e s ae e et e e et e ear e e s 2 1 3
MOErately OPPOSE ....eeeiuiiieiiiee ettt et e e e e e e e s ane e e sseeesasneeesnneaesnnneaannes 17 4 24
Strongly oppose .o 12 2 19
[ ol g Vo] B (a1 1A RS SR 1 1 3
Attentive public to science and technology (number = 195)
ST ce] aTe |1V T0] o] oo T APPSO 26 62 21
Moderately SUPPOI ......eiiiie ittt 50 30 36
[\ [o X o] o115 1 o] o HUE SRR 1 * 2
MOErately OPPOSE ....eeeiiieiiiieee ettt s e e e snn e e nne e 12 3 18
SEONGIY OPPOSE ...ttt ettt et r e 9 3 20
(3ol o T (a1 1A RSO P T OUSRR 3 1 3
*=<5

NOTES: Percentages may not add to 100 because of rounding. Responses are to the following statements:

As you may know, some food products and medicines are being developed using new scientific techniques. The general ara is called biotechnology and
includes tools such as genetic engineering and genetic modification of food. I'm going to name three types of biotechnology applications. I'd like you to
tell me if you strongly support, moderately support, moderately oppose, or strongly oppose these uses of biotechnology.

—-Using modern biotechnology in the production of foods, for example, to make them higher in protein, keep longer, or taste better.
—-Using genetic testing to detect diseases we might have inherited from our parents, such as cystic fibrosis.

—Cloning animals such as sheep whose milk can be used to make drugs and vaccines. Overall would you say you strongly support, moderately support,
moderately oppose, or strongly oppose this use of biotechnology?

SOURCE: National Science Foundation, Division of Science Resources Statistics (NSF/SRS), NSF Survey of Public Attitudes Toward and Understanding
of Science and Technology, 2001.
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